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On the cusp of change: Planning Bhopal’s metropolitan future 
STAFF REPORTER @ Bhopal 

hopal is preparing for a 
major transformation. 
With the Madhya 

Pradesh government passing 
the Metropolitan Planning and 
Development Act, 2025, the 
city is set to become the cen- 
tre of a new metropolitan 
region. This change has the 
potential to reshape how peo- 
ple live, work, and move across 
five districts covering nearly 
9,000 sq km. 
From students in Berasia to 
traders in Sehore and daily- 
wage workers in Raisen, the 
shift to the Bhopal 
Metropolitan Region (BMR) 
will touch every section of 
society. But the promise of 
progress will only hold if 
growth is inclusive, sustainable, 
and mindful of the region's 
people and environment. 
Bhopal is still counted among 

India’s cleaner Tier II cities, a 
reputation worth protecting. 
However, the city’s air is under 
pressure. Traffic congestion, 
rising vehicle numbers, and 
open burning at roadside eater- 
ies are adding to pollution. If 
the BMR is to remain breath- 
able, investments must focus on 
clean mobility, including elec- 
tric buses, a well-run metro, 
and stronger enforcement of 
emission standards. 
Water security is a serious 
concern. Lakes are shrinking, 
borewells are multiplying, and 
groundwater is falling. A 2023 
report by the Central Ground 
Water Board flagged consistent 
decline in the water table. This 
calls for urgent action: pre- 
serving lake catchments, cre- 
ating rainwater recharge zones, 
and expanding solar-powered 
water pumping. Wastewater 
must be treated through decen- 

load on ageing infrastructure. 
As towns around Bhopal join 
the metropolitan fold, land 
prices will rise. Without clear 
rules, this could force low- and 
middle-income families to the 
far edges of the city. The solu- 
tion lies in zoning that supports 
affordable homes near transit 
routes. New plans must support 
housing for all income groups 
to avoid future slums and long 
commutes. 
With a literacy rate of over 83 
percent and a large youth pop- 
ulation, education will shape 
the BMR’s future. Schools alone 
will not be enough; what is 
needed is an updated curricu- 
lum, skilled teachers, and bet- 
ter digital access in semi-urban 
areas. Institutions such as 
MANIT, AIMS and ISER 
offer a good base, but planners 
must think beyond city limits. 
Skill centres and industry- 
linked campuses in smaller 

towns could unlock local talent 
and reduce migration. 
Bhopal’s weather is becoming 
harder to predict, with heat- 
waves, sudden storms and 
unseasonal rainfall becoming 
more common. The 
Meteorological Department 
expects these patterns to inten- 
sify. That means building dif- 
ferently, with permeable sur- 
faces, rooftop solar, and rain- 
water harvesting. These should 
be standard for all new pro- 
jects, not afterthoughts. Green 
corridors and shaded walkways 
must be part of daily life, not 
limited to upscale neighbour- 
hoods. 
The new metro will only suc- 
ceed if it connects smoothly to 
city buses, autos and pedestri- 
an paths. Expanding road links 
can boost business in the 
region, but not at the cost of 
safety or community life. 
Planners must be more sensi- 

tive to the needs of pedestrians, 
especially those with disabili- 
ties. 
For a region this large, 
doorstep governance is an 
absolute must. Without citizen 
involvement, a metropolitan 
authority risks becoming a 
distant, bureaucratic body. 
Citizen charters, ward-level 
planning, and digital com- 
plaint systems can keep deci- 
sion-making open and respon- 
sive. People must feel they are 
part of the process, not just 
subject to it. 
While there is no doubt that 
Bhopal’s tryst with a metro- 
politan destiny can bring pros- 
perity, learning and pride, the 
outcome will largely depend on 
administrators. They will have 
to ensure that growth is not 
simply planned for the sake of 
statistics, but shaped around 
the lived realities of the city’s 
residents. 
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Congress party workers stage a protest against the contract for the Bhopal and Indore metros with the Turkish firm Asis Guard, following   
reports that drones manufactured by it were allegedly used by Pakistan in anti-India operations during Operation Sindoor, at Bhopal 

Metro Rail Project office in Bhopal on Wednesday. Pioneer photo 
  

  
Bhopal on Wednesday. 

tralised systems that reduce the 

BJP Mahila Morcha workers participate in a rally during Lokmata Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar’s 300th birth anniversary celebrations, in 

Pioneer photo   

Married woman 
STAFF REPORTER @ Bhopal 

21-year-old married 
Awe" died during treat- 

ment on Wednesday 
morning after consuming poison 
late Tuesday night in the 
Gandhinagar area of Bhopal. 
The woman, Riya Dhanak, had 
been involved in frequent quar- 
rels with her husband for some 
time. 
According to police, Riya, who 
worked in Laukhedi, had a love 
marriage two years ago and is 
survived by a young son. On 
Tuesday night, she consumed 
poison kept at her home. As her 
condition worsened, her family 
admitted her to a private hospi- 
tal for treatment. 
Police recovered the body from 
the hospital and sent it for post- 
mortem. After the post-mortem 
examination on Wednesday 
afternoon, the body was handed 

commits suicide 
over to the family. Given that 
Riya was newly married, the 
case has now been transferred to 
the Assistant Commissioner of 
Police (ACP) for further investi- 
gation. 
Authorities said that further 
action will be taken after record- 
ing statements from family mem- 
bers. The police are probing the 
circumstances leading to the 
poisoning and the marital dis- 
putes preceding the incident. 
In a separate incident a 19-year- 
old tailor committed suicide by 
hanging himself in the room in 
Gwal Basti. 
He used to work at a boutique 
earlier, but for some days he was 
doing tailoring work at home. On 
Tuesday night he committed sui- 
cide by hanging himself in the 
room. The family members told 
the police that he had no dispute 
with anyone and there was no 
quarrel in the house. 

  

BMC truck kills motorcyclist, driver flees 
STAFF REPORTER @ Bhopal 

32-year-old man died 
A the spot after being 

hit and crushed by a 
speeding Bhopal Municipal 
Corporation truck at Prabhat 
intersection on Wednesday 
morning. The truck driver 
fled the scene immediately 
after the accident, and police 
have launched a search to 
apprehend him. 
According to police, the vic- 
tim, Subhash Vishwakarma, 
was a professional driver and 
left for work as usual on 
Wednesday morning. The 
accident occurred near 
Subhash Petrol Pump when a 
high-speed truck collided with 
his motorcycle from the front. 
Subhash jumped off his bike 

during the collision but was 
tragically run over by the 
truck’s wheels. 
Local residents rushed to help, 
but the truck driver had 
already fled the spot. Police 
seized the vehicle and regis- 
tered a case in connection 
with the incident. 
Subhash was the sole earning 
member of his family and the 
only son among four siblings. 
His elderly father is currently 
battling tuberculosis. Family 
members expressed concern 
over the financial crisis they 
now face following his untime- 
ly death. Subhash remained 
unmarried due to his family 
responsibilities. Authorities 
continue their efforts to locate 
the truck driver and ensure 
justice is served.   

District health meeting focuses on service expansion 
Bhopal: At a district health com- 
mittee meeting on Wednesday, 
Collector Kaushlendra Vikram 
Singh directed health and munic- 
ipal departments to accelerate 
Ayushman Bharat card issuance 
for citizens over 70 years of age. 
He said hospitals must also 
ensure Ayushman and ABHA 
IDs are provided to all senior cit- 
izens visiting OPDs. 
Outreach expansions to cover 

shelter home residents, prisoners, 
working women, newspaper 
hawkers, city bus staff and the 
elderly were reviewed. Awareness 
drives on child health and organ 
donation were highlighted. 
Health officials informed that 
seventy-seven Gram Panchayats 
have been declared TB-free. Over 
11.9 lakh Ayushman Bharat cards 
have been issued. Antenatal care 

(ANC) registration has surpassed 
targets, reaching 110%, with 
most registrations in the first 
trimester. 

Maternity schemes have covered 
10,983 women under the Chief 
Minister’s scheme and 14,380 
under Janani Suraksha. More 
than 28,000 ANC tests were con- 
ducted under the extended safe 
motherhood campaign. 
Infant immunisation rates are at 
97% for MR-1 and 92% for MR- 
2, with full immunisation exceed- 
ing 110%. Special Newborn Care 
Units at JP and Katju hospitals 
treated 1,036 newborns, while 
stabilisation units at Bairagarh, 
Berasia and Kolar hospitals treat- 
ed 785 infants. 
Seventeen teams under the 
National Child Health 
Programme conducted free surg- 

eries for heart defects, cleft lips, 
club foot and other conditions. 
Screening in private schools cov- 
ered over 1.75 lakh children. 
Five Nutrition Rehabilitation 
Centres treated 791 malnour- 
ished children. Safe abortion 
services are now available at 118 
centres across the district. 
Training initiatives were con- 
ducted on suicide prevention, 
dog handling and the health 
effects of climate change. Health 
teams also contributed to PM Shri 
Air Ambulance and the Global 
Investors Summit. The Collector 
instructed that Sanjeevani Clinics 
be strengthened to reduce patient 
load on major hospital OPDs. 
Existing programmes targeting 
TB, leprosy, blindness, tobacco 
use and vector-borne diseases 
were also reviewed. 

  

Ex-BJP MLA falls victim to ATM cloning fraud 
STAFF REPORTER @ Bhopal 

case of ATM card 
cloning involving for- 
mer BJP MLA 

Ramkishan Chauhan, has 
come to fore from Arera 
Colony, Bhopal, after fraud- 
ulent withdrawals totaling Rs 
6.83 lakh were made from 
his bank account. The inci- 
dent has raised serious con- 
cerns about ATM security 
and digital banking fraud in 
the city. The Cyber Crime 
Branch, Bhopal, has regis- 
tered a case based on 
Chauhan’s complaint and 
launched a detailed investi- 
gation. 
According to police reports, 
Ramkishan Chauhan, a for- 
mer MLA from the Bhojpur 
assembly seat, holds an 
account with Punjab 
National Bank. On May 5, 
Chauhan received a transac- 
tion alert for Rs 92 from his 
bank account, which 

prompted him to visit the 
bank and review his account 
statement. To his shock, he 
discovered that Rs 6.83 lakh 
had been withdrawn in 54 
separate transactions 
between February 2 and May 
1. 
Further investigation 
revealed that Chauhan had 
withdrawn money from an 
ATM in Arera Colony in 
February, during which his 
card was likely cloned. The 
cloned card was then used to 
carry out multiple unautho- 
rized transactions. Police 
officials are currently review- 
ing CCTV footage from the 
ATM booth to identify the 
suspects involved in the 
fraud. 
The case highlights increas- 
ing vulnerabilities faced by 
bank customers in the digi- 
tal age, particularly con- 
cerning ATM skimming and 
card cloning tactics 
employed by cybercriminals. 

Authorities have urged citi- 
zens to exercise caution while 
using ATMs, regularly mon- 
itor account statements, and 
report any suspicious trans- 
actions immediately. 
The Cyber Crime Branch is 
also coordinating with bank- 
ing officials to strengthen 
security measures and pre- 
vent further such incidents. 
Meanwhile, Chauhan’s case is 
being treated with priority, 
with police assuring a thor- 
ough probe and swift action 
against the culprits. 
Experts suggest that users 
should adopt additional 
security practices such as 
covering the keypad while 
entering the PIN, avoiding 
unknown or suspicious 
ATMs, and using banking 
apps alert services to stay 
informed of transactions in 
real time. The investigation 
into this case continues as 
police work to apprehend 
those responsible.   

Five teams qualify for final round of 
physiology quiz at AIIMS Bhopal 
Bhopal: AIIMS _ Bhopal’s 
Department of Physiology suc- 
cessfully organized the 6th edi- 
tion of the National 
Undergraduate Physiology Quiz 
on May 19 and 20, 2025, bring- 
ing together thirty-five teams 
from medical colleges across 
India to foster knowledge-shar- 
ing and academic excellence 
among undergraduate students. 
The competition began with two 
online screening rounds. The 
first round on May 19 shortlist- 
ed the top 10 teams, which 
advanced to the second screen- 
ing round on May 20. From 
these, five teams qualified for the 
final round, scheduled to be 
held in person on May 30, 2025, 
at AIIMS Bhopal. 
The teams that secured their 
place in the finals include two 
pairs from AIIMS Bhopal— 
Pranjal Khatri and Vedant 
Amlathe, Manav Khatri and 
Nayan Pandey—along with 

Mann Tyagi and Avika Jain from 
Mahatma Vidur Autonomous 
State Medical College; Garvit 
Gupta and Ritika Malik from 
AIIMS Raebareli; and Hargunvir 
Saini and Manmeet Singh Lailar 
from Government Medical 
College and _ Hospital, 
Chandigarh. 
Prof. Ajai Singh, Executive 
Director of AIIMS Bhopal, high- 

lighted the significance of such 
academic initiatives in enhancing 
critical thinking, conceptual clar- 
ity, and healthy competition 
among future healthcare profes- 
sionals. He noted that the quiz 
not only celebrates academic 
excellence but also encourages 
collaboration, innovation, and 
leadership in medical education. 
The final round promises to be 
a dynamic intellectual exchange, 
and AIIMS Bhopal looks forward 
to welcoming the talented teams 
on its campus for the concluding 
event. 

  

Rajgarh distt ranks first in water conservation works 
STAFF REPORTER @ Bhopal 

ajgarh district has secured 
R: e top position in Madhya 

radesh under the Jal 
Ganga Conservation Campaign 
by completing the highest num- 
ber of water structure construc- 
tions in the state. The district has 
earned a score of 81.60 out of 100 
so far. Rajgarh has initiated the 
highest number of works under 
the Amrit Sarovar target, sur- 
passing its goal and leading the 
state. 
Similarly, the district is ranked 
first in the state for initiating 
farm pond works beyond the 
assigned target. On the My 
Bharat portal, over 10,186 activ- 
ities have been conducted against 
the youth registration target of 
5,400. Due to these efforts, 
Rajgarh currently holds the top 
spot in the state with an overall 

ranking score of 81.60. 
Under the leadership of Collector 
Dr. Girish Kumar Mishra, the 
district has undertaken signifi- 
cant water conservation works 
through the MNREGA scheme. 
Rajgarh received a target of con- 
structing 18 Amrit Sarovar 
ponds, and site selection for all 
19 ponds (exceeding the target) 
has been completed using the 
SIPRI app and entries uploaded 
on the Government of India’s 
Amrit Sarovar portal. 
Construction of all these ponds 
has started. 
Additionally, Rajgarh has sur- 
passed the target of constructing 
1,866 farm ponds, finalizing 
1,989 locations via the SIPRI 
mobile app, and construction has 
already begun. Against the tar- 
get of 3,500 well recharge struc- 
tures, 3,600 sites have been 
selected and work has begun on 

3,165 of them. 
For well recharge structures 
alone, the district has received 18 
out of 20 points in the state-level 
rankings for initiating 3,165 
works out of the 3,500 target. 
Rajgarh currently ranks second 
in the state for initiating farm 
pond works. 
In Jodhpur village of Sohagpur 
in Shahdol, the flow of the 
Murna River had dried up. As 
part of the Jal Ganga 
Conservation Campaign, the 
Jodhpur Committee of the Jan 
Abhiyan Parishad and the local 
Gram Panchayat constructed a 
bori bandhan (sandbag barrier) 
in a pre-existing stop dam near 
the cremation ground. Thanks to 
voluntary labor (shramdaan), 
water levels in the river began to 
rise steadily. By the next morn- 
ing, the river was brimming 
with water, bringing joy not 

only to the villagers but also to 
local wildlife. The river now has 
ample water for drinking and 
daily needs. 
The Jal Ganga Samvardhan 
Campaign is actively being 
implemented in Dewas district as 
well. Water conservation efforts 
are being carried out by urban 
bodies and Gram Panchayats, 
with the campaign continuing 
until June 30, 2025, to conserve 

every drop of water. This 
includes construction and deep- 
ening of water structures. As part 
of the initiative, the Meetha 
Talab located in Rajoda, Dewas 
was cleaned and beautified. Tree 
plantations were also done along 
the pond’s banks. 
In Umaria district, a bori band- 
han was built in the Bhandari 
River by the Municipal Council 
of Manpur under the Jal Ganga 
Conservation Campaign. 

Sindoor yatra to be 
held by women 
Bhopal: A grand Sindoor Yatra 
will be organized by the women 
of Govindpura Assembly con- 
stituency in Bhopal on May 22, 
2025. 
The procession will begin at 
4:00 pm from Yadav Tea Stall 
in Indrapuri and conclude at 
6:00 pm at Piplani Petrol Pump. 
Minister of State (Independent 
Charge) for Backward Classes 
and Minority Welfare, Krishna 
Gaur, said that thousands of 
women are expected to partic- 
ipate in this massive Sindoor 
Yatra, which has been orga- 
nized by citizens to promote 
national security. 
The yatra will feature key 
attractions including a tableau 
of the BrahMos missile, a live 
tableau of Bharat Mata (Mother 
India), and a performance by 
the NCC band, among others.   

Chief Minister reviews preparations for PM's visit 
STAFF REPORTER @ Bhopal 

hief Minister Dr. Mohan 
( Yadav stated that Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 
firmly believes that the progress 
of the nation and its states is 
incomplete without the 
advancement of women. In 
line with this vision, under the 
framework of “Gyan ke Sutra” 
(Threads of Knowledge), the 
Prime Minister has placed spe- 
cial emphasis on women 
empowerment. As part of this 
initiative, PM Modi will visit 

ing adequate seating, food, 
drinking water, and cleanliness 
at the venue, considering the 
large number of participants. 
Dr. Yadav also shared that an 
exhibition will be organized 
during the event to showcase 
various activities related to 
women empowerment and 
self-reliance, particularly high- 
lighting efforts by self-help | 
groups and skill development 
programs. The legacy of 
Lokmata Devi Ahilyabai, a 
symbol of good governance, 
will be honored through dis- 

plays of public welfare schemes 
being implemented across the 
state to improve citizens’ qual- 
ity of life. 
The Chief Minister made these 
remarks during a media inter- 
action after inspecting the 
preparations at Jamboree 
Ground (BHEL) for the Prime 
Minister’s visit. 

Change of Name 

This is to inform the general 
public that my son Shivam 

Chouhan, son of Gulabchand   Bhopal on May 31 to partici- 
pate in the ‘Mahila Sammelar’ 
(Women’s Convention). 
The ‘Mahila Sammelan; held to 
commemorate the 300th birth 
anniversary of Lokmata Devi 
Ahilyabai Holkar, will focus on 
women empowerment and 
self-reliance. More than two 
lakh women are expected to 
attend, making it a record-set- 
ting event. Dr. Yadav reviewed 
preparations at Jamboree 
Ground, including traffic man- 
agement and seating arrange- 
ments. He emphasized ensur- 

  

    

        

  

  

+! CHANGE OF NAME |+ 

1, hitherto known as Brijesh Kumar 

S/o Jageshwar, R/o Vill.-Shahpura, 

PO-Shahpura, Shahpura, Dindori, 

Shahpura Niwas, Dindori, Madhya 

Pradesh-481990, have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be known 
as Vipin Kumar. 

      

    PD(2072)C   

  

Chouhan, resident of Village 

Guzarkhedi, Tehsil Punasa, District 

Khandwa, Madhya Pradesh, has 
his name wrongly recorded as 

Sumit in his Aadhaar Card. 
However, his correct name 

Shivam Chouhan is duly 

mentioned in his 10th and 12th 
mark sheets and all educational 

records. Therefore, it is hereby 
notified that in the future, my son 

shall be known and recognized by 
the name Shivam Chouhan only. 

Gulabchand Chouhan 

Village Guzarkhedi, Tehsil 

Punasa, District Knandwa, 
Madhya Pradesh 
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No Quarter Ended Year Ended 

31-Mar-25 | 31-Dec-24 31-Mar-24 | 31-Mar-25 | 31-Mar-24 
Audited | Unaudited | Audited Audited Audited 

Total Income from Operations 957.16 1,029.18 1,034.64 3,903.32 3,596.49 

2. | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before (337.57) 141,38 61.21 444,99 275.36 

Tax, Exceptional items and/or 
Extraordinary items) 

3. | Net Profit / ((Loss) for the period before (337.57) 141.38 61.24 444,99 975.36 
Tax (after Exceptional items and/or , ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 
Extraordinary items) 

4. | Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after Tax 
(after Exceptional items Extraordinary items (249.97) 180.07 13.86 204.37 144.29 

5. | Total Comprehensive Income for the 
period [Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the (251.48) 180.07 17.44 202.87 143.00 
period (after tax) and Other 
Comprehensive Income (after tax)] 

6. | Equity Share Capital 1 588.52 1 588.52 1,059.01 1 588.52 1059.01 
7. | Reserves (excluding Revaluation 

Reserve) as shown in the Audited 1,653.97 2,060.03 
Balance Sheet of the previous year 

8. | Earnings per share (of Rs. 5/- each) 
(for Continuing and Discontinuing Operations) 

Basic (2) (0.79) 0.57 0.04 0.64 0.45 

- — Diluted (2) (0.79) 0.57 0.04 0.64 0.45       

SUES ate ae Ua eae) see yea Corres EMO) cele Vaated Oh ets) =f Ram Us PLA) 
(? in Lakhs except EPS)   

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  
                    

and the website of the company www.aartechsolonics.com 
b 

provide a true and fair view of its affair. 

the requirement of IND AS. 

d 

period presentation. 

Sr. Particulars Quarter Ended Year Ended 
No. 31-Mar-25 | 31-Dec-24 31-Mar-24 | 31-Mar-25 | 31-Mar-24 

Audited | Unaudited | Audited Audited Audited 

9. | Total Income from Operations 984.07 4,041.41 1,025.29 3,933.17 3,589.12 

Net Profit / (Loss) for the period (before 
10. Tax, Exceptional items andlor (291.60) 145.72 50.50 171.48 258.16 

Extraordinary items) 

Net Profit / ((Loss) for the period before 
11.| Tax (after Exceptional items and/or] (289.59) 145.72 49.92 173.49 258.16 

Extraordinary items) 
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after Tax 

12. (after Exceptional items Extraordinary items) (162.55) TE8-89 (38.19) wee tOhES 
Total Comprehensive Income for the 

43,| Period [Comprising Profit / (Loss) for the | (164.06) 183.83 (34.61) 274.92 130.24 

period (after tax) and Other 

Comprehensive Income (after tax)] 

14,| Equity Share Capital 1,588.52 1,588.52 1,059.01 1,588.52 1,059.01 

Reserves (excluding Revaluation 
15.| Reserve) as shown in the Audited 1,557.04 | 1,894.47 

Balance Sheet of the previous year 

4g,| Earnings per share (of Rs. 5/- each) 
"| (for Continuing and Discontinuing Operations) 

- Basic (2) (0.51) 0.58 (0.12) 0.87 041 

- — Diluted (2) (0.51) 0.58 (0.12) 0.87 0.41 

Notes: 

a) The above is an extract of the detailed format of Statement of Audited Standalone and Consolidated Financial 
Results for the quarter and year ended 31" March, 2025 filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the 
SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the quarter and year ended 
financial results are available on the websites of the Stock Exchange(s) viz www.bseindia.com, www.nseindia.com 

The above Audited standalone and consolidated financial results along with Auditor's report were reviewed by the 

audit committee and thereafter approved at the meeting of the Board of Directors held on 21° May, 2025. The 
auditors have issued unqualified audit opinion on these results. The IndAS compliant financial results were 
subjected to audit. However, the management has exercised due diligence to ensure that the financial results 

c) During the year ended 31* march, 2025, the company undertook a share split and issued bonus shares to the 
existing shareholders. In accordance with IND AS 33- Eaming Per Share, the Eaming Per Share (EPS) figures 
have been restated for all comparative periods presented to reflect the increase in the number of shares outstanding 
resulting from this corporate action. This restatement ensures comparability of EPS across periods, consistent with 

Figures for previous period / year have been regrouped / reclassified, wherever necessary to conform to the current 

    

Place: Bhopal 

Date: 21% May, 2025     
For AARTECH SOLONICS LIMITED 

Sd/- Amit Anil Raje, 
Chairman and Managing Director (DIN: 00282385)    
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